February 14, 2017

a friend and a dedicated volunteer and resi-
dent of Buffalo, New York. Yuri’s tireless serv-
ice is recognized today by None Like You/ We
Care Outreach and the City of Buffalo.

Yuri is a South Buffalo resident who has
been a committeeman for the Erie County
Democratic Committee, a member of the Buf-
falo Cooperative Federal Credit Union and the
Buffalo Central Terminal, and has worked for
the Erie County Department of Social Serv-
ices.

Mr. Hreshchyshyn has worked with multiple
community partners including None Like You/
We Care Outreach, Buffalo State College, the
University at Buffalo and Canisius College. He
worked on many projects in the West Side
and East Side communities planting trees,
helping to build community gardens and clean-
ing city lots. Yuri has given his time and tal-
ents to the community youth by teaching them
how to cut grass and trim trees and bushes.
Yuri has dedicated much of his time to main-
tain the building and grounds of the Buffalo
Central Terminal. During the holiday season,
Yuri has been a tremendous help with the
Thanksgiving Dinner and Christmas giveaway
for over 12 years.

Mr. Speaker, | honor Mr. Yuri Hreshchyshyn
and his admirable dedication to the City of
Buffalo and the aesthetics of our community.
Yuri’'s commitment to his City is exceptional,
and he is most deserving of this recognition by
None Like You/We Care and the City of Buf-
falo.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 14, 2017

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for
roll call votes 86 and 87 on Monday, February
13, 2017. Had | been present, | would have
voted “Yea” on roll call votes 86 and 87.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 14, 2017

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, on February 13,
2017, | missed the voting session. If present,
| would have voted as follows:

YES—H.R. 244—HIRE Vets Act, as amend-
ed

YES—H.R. 974—BRAVE Act

JIM AND KATHLEEN CURTIS
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 14, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Jim and Kathleen Curtis for
being honored by the West Chamber of Com-
merce with the Steve Burkholder Diamond
Legacy Award.

Both Colorado natives, Jim and Kathleen
(Kate) met at Colorado National Bank and
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went on to marry in 1972. After leaving the
bank in 1994, the couple purchased The Vil-
lage Roaster, a specialty coffee business in
Lakewood. At the time, it was the only store
in the Colorado area that roasted specialty
coffee in-house. Today that tradition continues
with roasted whole bean coffee as their num-
ber one selling product. They also provide ca-
tering services and have a mobile espresso
bar they can set up for any type of event in
the Denver metro area. In addition, The Vil-
lage Roaster strives to make sustainability a
focus and preserving the environment a pri-
ority.

Jim and Kate support the community that
supports them. Jim served as the Chairman of
the Board of Directors for the West Chamber
in 2013, is a past president of the Kiwanis
Club of Lakewood, is a sponsor for the Catch
a Calf program with the National Western
Stock Show, and volunteers for the Lakewood
Police Department. Jim was selected for the
Real Men Who Wear Pink recognition by the
American Cancer Society in 2016.

Kate serves as the Foundation Chair for St.
Anthony Hospital, sits on the board for the Al-
ameda Gateway, and as the Secretary for the
Alameda Corridor Business Improvement Dis-
trict. She was recognized at the West Cham-
ber's Celebrate Women event in 2011. Both
Jim and Kate serve as deacons for St. James
Presbyterian Church.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Jim
and Kathleen Curtis for this well-deserved
honor from the West Chamber of Commerce.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 14, 2017

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, yesterday | missed roll call vote
No. 86 and 87 on the floor of the House of

Representatives. Had | been present, | would
have voted yea on both bills.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN K. DELANEY

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 14, 2017

Mr. DELANEY. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to cast my vote on roll calls No. 86 and No.
87. Had | been present to vote on roll call No.
86, | would have voted Aye. Had | been
present to vote on roll call No. 87, | would
have voted Aye.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 14, 2017

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call
Vote 77 to H.J. Res 40 which took place on
February 2, 2017, | was not present. It was
my intention to vote No on that resolution.

E187

DANIEL D. BIGANDT AGENCY WITH
AMERICAN FAMILY INSURANCE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 14, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize The Daniel D. Bigandt
Agency with American Family Insurance for
being honored as the Small Business of the
Year by the West Chamber of Commerce.

The Daniel D. Bigandt Agency with Amer-
ican Family Insurance was established in 2002
in Lakewood. The agency now serves more
than 2,000 households in the Denver metro
area, with a majority in Jefferson and Denver
counties.

At the beginning of 2016, the agency started
the year with one full-time employee and 4
part-time employees at one location in Lake-
wood. At the end of 2016, the agency had
grown to 4 full-time and several part-time staff
members with two locations, one in Lakewood
and one in Englewood. Over the last 15
months, the agency has been awarded many
sales and service awards.

Dan Bigandt is deeply involved in the com-
munity and has been an active member of the
West Chamber for the last nine years. Dan is
also involved in the leadership of other organi-
zations in Jefferson County, serving as the
Board Vice Chair for the Sooper Credit Union
and as a Board Member of the Panorama
Ridge Homeowners Association. Recently,
Dan finished serving for 12 years on the
Board of Directors for Front Range Christian
School in Littleton.

| extend my deepest congratulations to The
Daniel D. Bigandt Agency with American Fam-
ily Insurance for this well-deserved honor from
the West Chamber of Commerce.

RECOGNIZING MARY ROSS FOR
HER COMMITMENT TO SERVICE
AND VOLUNTEERISM IN THE
CITY OF BUFFALO

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 14, 2017

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to honor Mrs. Mary Ross, a dedi-
cated volunteer and resident of Buffalo, New
York. Mary’s tireless service is recognized
today by None Like You/We Care Outreach
and the City of Buffalo. Mary is the proud
mother of six children and four grandchildren
who reside in Buffalo.

Mary has worked as a counselor for eleven
years for the Buffalo Public Schools. She is
also an active member of the Women and
Children’s Foundation Board, Bison Fund
Board, Olmstead Parks Conservancy Board,
None Like You/We Care Outreach and the Bi-
son’s Children’s Scholarship Fund. Mary is in-
strumental in various projects throughout the
city of Buffalo including Thanksgiving Dinners,
Christmas Giveaways and community garden
projects.

Mary has a strong passion for the youth of
Buffalo and is always willing to help them in
regards to furthering their education, athletics,
and employment. She is always eager to help
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